SoSyM continues to experience a high number of submissions. In 2014, 295 manuscripts were submitted, of which 69 % were reviewed for regular issues, while the other 31 % were submitted for special or theme sections or the industry voice column. The average number of days from submission to a final decision (that is, a final accept or reject) was 221 days. It should be noted that this time includes the time authors spend on making major and subsequent minor revisions (typically 4-5 months). The number of weeks to online publication of an accepted paper is between 3 and 4 weeks.
Springer therefore increased the number of printed pages per issue significantly by publishing more than 50 % additional pages in 2014 (1,552 pages in total instead of 1,024 pages regularly planned). This has reduced the pipeline. Additionally, the publishers permanently increased the number of papers per SoSyM issue by 32 pages for the second year in a row (from 224 to 256 pages), and they also doubled the number of pages for the first two issues in 2015. It should be noted that this pipeline only affects the printed publication. Accepted papers are available online a few weeks after acceptance and can be accessed and cited by other researchers. Thus, the current pipeline should not pose a significant problem to accepted authors.
In principle, as scientists and editors, our focus is on serving the community as a venue to publish and communicate interesting high-quality scientific results. As EICs of the journal, we also have an obligation to the authors to ensure that their papers are recognized in the community. The download rates and the citation indices can be taken as measurements of how well we actually succeed in disseminating the knowledge contained in SoSyM.
While the download rate of the papers has grown significantly the last 2 years (from 20,267/24,048 in 2010/2011 to 47,647/48,296 in 2012/2013) , the citation index has unfortunately dropped. This may be because the increase in printed articles increased the denominator of the citation index faster than the numerator. Recent articles have been downloaded often, and thus, we expect this to lead to citations that have a positive effect on future citation indices.
Below, we list the reviewers who reviewed one or more papers for the journal in the last year. The complete list of reviewers can also be found on our website http://www. sosym.org/.
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